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The Dyslexia School in Downtown Acworth

Brookwood Christian is a small private school that 
serves students with language processing disorders, 
such as dyslexia.

Students who are not proficient readers are 4 times 
more likely to dropout of school than those who are, 
setting them up for a lifetime of struggles and potential 
poverty. Getting our students to their maximum 
reading potential greatly reduces the likelihood of these 
struggles.  

While 80% of our students receive a partial Georgia 
Special Needs Scholarship (GSNS), the majority of funds 
come directly from parents who crave an appropriate 
education for their children.  Most of our students 
attend private school out of need only, they are not 
being served in public school, it is not a luxury, and 
many struggle with our tuition, though it is low. 

Our curriculum, combined with very small class 
sizes, give these students an environment in which they 
can learn. However, this curriculum is very costly,  

We do everything we can to keep tuition as low as 
possible, such as this home tour, our motorcycle ride in 
March, and our Spring Tea & Silent Auction

#1in5  #SayDyslexia  #UntilEveryoneCanRead



#SayYesToTheAr t s

The Acworth Cultural Arts (ACA) is pround to be a 
partner in bring the Acworth Charm Tour to all who love 
history and historic homes. We live in a forward looking 
city - Acworth, Georgia! Our town is on the move and so 
is the ACA as we reinvent our non-profit to move this 
city. 

The ACA has expanded it 's board, has a new look, an 
new mission, and our vision is big. We want everyone to 
say YES to the ARTS. We meet in the historic Old Jail, that 
the city has restored, and yes, it is on the tour as well. 

Our mission is connecting all by energizing passion for 
the arts: We believe art is the connective tissue that 
builds community.

In may we award scholarships to deserving students in 
our local high schools who are pursuing a degree in the 
arts. This fundraiser helps support that and we thank 
you for your participation & support!

Follow us on Facebook and enjoy our town, our homes, 
our shops, and our restaurants, and be sure to...



ACWORTH CHARM TOUR SCHEDULE

DAY TOUR

10 AM - 6 PM Two LiRu Open House

12 PM -5 PM Tour Homes

2 PM First Tea Sitting*

4 PM Second Tea Sitting*

4 PM - 7 PM Happy Holiday Hour
at Two LiRu

PLEASE NOTE

- No food, beverages, smoking, strollers, umbrellas, or 
backpacks allowed inside the homes.

- No indoor camera or cell phone photography where posted.

- Children under 18 must be under adult supervision at all 
t imes dur ing the tour.

- This is a walking tour of histor ic homes, which may have 
steep and narrow steps. Please wear comfor table shoes. We 
do not assume any responsibility for injur ies or accidents 
that may occur dur ing the tour.

CANDLELIGHT TOUR

4 PM - 7 PM Happy Holiday Hour
at Two LiRu

6 PM - 8 PM Candlelight Tour

- Please cross streets at marked crosswalks.

- No public restrooms in tour homes. Please use facilit ies at 
the McEver House or Old Jail.

- Parking areas are noted on map. All parking regulations are 
enforced by Acwor th Police Depar tment.

- You may tour the homes in any order you chose within the 
time frame for the house.

- No refunds. Event is rain or shine.

* additional charge ($18), call 770-966-1301 
  to make reservations (required)

Reservations recommended for dinner:

Center Street Tavern (770) 917-0004

Fusco's Via Roma (770) 974-1110

Henry's Louisiana Grill (770) 966-1515



MAKE YOUR RESERVATION!

High Tea at the
 

Serendipity H ouse

Two Seatings: 2 PM & 4 PM
Saturday, November 16

Call 770-966-1301
(reservation required)

Cost : $18
not included in ticket price



As a result, the city is committed to preserving the 

historical significance of its downtown district 

buildings and inviting tourists to enjoy all our City has 

to offer.

Strolling through our tree-lined streets on this tour is 

much like a strolling through history where treasured 

architecture has been preserved, a simpler, more 

tranquil life maintained, and a strong commitment to 

balancing the small town, yet progressive theme, 

unique to Acworth.

Incorporated in 1840, Historic Downtown Acworth 

prospered as a typical railroad town and was once 

the town?s primary central business district. Present 

day Main Street began as a trading route used by the 

Cherokee Indians, and by the 1920s it was a major 

north-south thoroughfare known as the Dixie 

Highway, later replaced by US 41 and I-75.

Present day Acworth is a charming downtown area 

with a variety of restaurants and shops. Acworth was 

designated as a Georgia Main Street City in 2000 and 

is a member of the National Main Street Program. 

About  our  Charm ing Town





The McEvers were some of the earliest settlers of 

Acworth.   Built in the 1840s, the home style is a type of 

I-house known as Plantation Plain. An I-house is two 

stories high, two rooms wide, and one room deep.  

Plantation Plain is further elaborated with stylistic 

detailing and varying porches, chimneys and rearward 

extensions.  This house was used as a field hospital by 

Union troops and was spared destruction. 

Born in Jackson, Georgia, Thomas McEver married Rachel 

Eccles, daughter of William Eccles and Margaret Huie, and 

had 5 children. They were charter members of the Mars 

Hill Presbyterian Church. Jim McMillan purchased his 

home plus five acres of land from the McEver family in 

the 1870s. 

A The McEver House  c. 1840



B The Old Jail  c. 1935

In addition to being the site for the jail in the famous 

scene from from the first day of filming Selma, our old jail 

has quite the history. 

The original Acworth Jail was built in 1935 for $3,000 

($56,502.13 in current dollars) with assistance from the 

Federal Emergency Relief Administration. The new 

?escape-proof? jail contained six cells and housed the city 

council room.

The building was in use as a jail facility until 1995 and still 

contains the original cells, and is listed as an historical 

landmark. 

The renovated building later housed the city offices of 

Downtown Development, Historic Preservation, and 

Tourism. 

The old Jail currently houses the Acworth Cultural Arts.



Edward W. Lemon, mayor of Acworth in 1907, built this 
classic Queen Anne house with its wrap-around, turreted 
porch and columns complimented by Greek Ionic capitals.  
Other distinctive façade features are asymmetrical 
placement of dormers, windows and doors; decorative 
shingles; and stained glass. 

Edward (1872-1958) was the seventh of James Lile and 
Eliza Lemon?s 10 children and served as Mayor of Acworth 
in 1907, shortly after this photograph was taken.  He 
married Myrtle Dismukes (1877-1912) whose father 
Thomas was a manager of the Acworth Inn. 

His father, James Lile, served as President of the S. Lemon 
Banking Company, as well as city Alderman and a church 
elder in the Acworth Presbyterian Church. 

Edward?s grandfather, James Lemon, was a wounded War 
of 1812 veteran, and moved to Acworth with his wife 
Mary in 1845 and purchased 800 acres of land near the 
town center and built a small frame house which their 
son, James Lile, expanded to the current Lemon House 
that sits across Willis Street, at the end of Lemon Street.

C The Edward Lemon House  c. 1900



The Awtreys, one of Acworth?s earliest families, were well 

known for social gatherings and merrymaking.   

This large Craftsman bungalow was built on the corner of 

Dallas Street and Seminole Drive by Lemon Awtrey in 

1907 for his bride, Varah Hill. 

Lemon was one of the first volunteer firemen, a president 

of the S. Lemon Banking Company, Mayor of Acworth, an 

Alderman, a charter member of the Acworth Men?s Club, 

and an Elder of Acworth Presbyterian Church. He was 

dedicated to the growth of Acworth.

In the late 1930s under the financial pressures of the 

Great Depression, the Awtrey family was forced to 

develop their pastureland. Prior to the sale of the land, by 

lottery, the Awtreys had a grand barbecue on the 

property. This barbecue tradition continued during the 

wartime years when families would spontaneously gather 

on an empty Seminole lot for impromptu picnics and 

cookouts.

D The Honeymoon House  c. 1907



Built in the 1930s, this 2 bedroom 1 ½ bath home 

reflects classic bungalow architecture with elements of a 

post colonial revival cape cod.  

Esther & Helen Sill came to Acworth to purchase 

Acworth Cotton Manufacturing in 1923 from Orlando 

Awtrey.  The mill reached peak production in 1931, 

manufacturing tobacco shade cloth and Osnaburg.  

Helen married Albert L. Mason and became a prominent 

active citizen and a member of the Presbyterian Church.  

The Mill was sold to Clark Thread in 1947, later 

becoming Coats & Clark.  

Locals recall that the house was built to ?attract? a new 

doctor for the town/mill. Obviously successful, the 

house soon became home to Dr. Moses McCall and his 

wife, Mary.  Mrs. McCall and Mrs. L.M. Awtrey, Jr. 

organized the Acworth Garden Club in 1949.

E The McCall-Sills House  c. 1938



Late in the 1930s, Jess Mulkey built this cottage using 

oversized timbers from Mills Lumber Company, his 

employer at the time.  But soon, Dr. Gober Lacey 

purchased the home for his wife, Voncelle, and their three 

daughters and the Laceys occupied the house until the 

1960s.  

Dr. Lacey was a pharmacist who opened Lacey?s Drug 

Store that still operates today in Acworth.  It is considered 

to be the oldest continually-operating pharmacy in Cobb 

County. Originally founded by Claude and Albert Durham, 

the company was purchased by George Lacey and 

renamed in 1943.

Reminiscent of Cape Cod architecture, the trim and neat 

lines of the home are broken only by the second floor 

dormers and the central chimney, each a popular feature 

in the 1930s and 1940s.  The home has undergone 

various enlargements and renovations. 

F The Lacey House  c. 1938



G The Durham House  c. 1930 also on candlelight tour

Claude Gresham Durham (1879-1943) husband of Genia 

Idelle Collins (1874-1915), who was the daughter of James 

Felix and Mary Etta McLain Collins of Acworth. After 

Claude re-married Susan Marian Stillwell, he built this 

home.

Claude, along with his brother  Albert Johnson Durham 

(1873-1948) husband to Lily Mae Tomlin (1882-1949) 

founded Durham Brothers Drug Store which later became 

Lacey Drugs, which is considered to be the oldest 

continually-operating pharmacy in Cobb County and 

among the oldest in the state of Georgia.

The Acworth Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 

1907 by its first fire chief, Eugene W. Ray.  Claude Durham 

and J.E. Carnes were the first company captains.





2019 Tour Map







H Acworth Presbyterian Church  c. 1870

The Acworth Presbyterian Church was established in 

1870 as a mission from the Mars Hill Church.  Thirty-four 

members were dispatched to start the Acworth Church, 

and Mars Hill provided a joint minister until 1956.  Smith 

Lemon donated the property and together with his 

brother James Lile, supervised the construction of the 

church building in 1875.

The 2011 remake of ?Footloose? was originally set in a 

fictional Tennessee town because they originally 

planned to film in Tennessee. However, Georgia ended 

up winning the filming location and the fictional town in 

?Footloose? became Bormont, Georgia.

The Church features stained glass windows, Gothic 

arches, and intricate brickwork are features of the brick 

edifice. Many of Acworth?s pioneer families were among 

the charter members.



James Wilson "Jim" McMillan moved to Acworth from 
Mars Hill in the 1870s and went into the general 
merchandise business with his brother-in-law, Jesse 
Lemon. Jim purchased an existing, two-room antebellum 
home and five acres of land from the McEver family. 
Shortly before his 1879 marriage to Emma Alice Lemon 
(1861-1913), he spent $1500 enlarging the home and 
almost an additional $1500 building the porch and 
decorative gingerbread detail.

After selling the business venture with Jesse Lemon, Jim 
formed McMillan Brothers general store with his brother 
Robert Lee in 1896. A forerunner of the modern 
department store, McMillan Brothers sold groceries, 
hardware, farming tools, dry goods, school books, 
ready-to-wear apparel, shoes and furniture into the 
1930s.

The Jim McMillan home is part of the Collins Avenue 
Historic District. In 1971 it was sold to Acworth First 
Baptist Church. In 1980 the home was moved one block 
north of its original location to Collins Avenue. 

I The J.W. McMillan House  c. 1879



J The Daniel Collins House  c. 1892

The large Southern Victorian Farmhouse style home, 

sitting on one and a third acres is believed to have been 

built in 1892. The home is believed to have been built by a 

descendent of Daniel Collins, born in 1813, son of John 

Collins.  He served as Ordinary for two terms beginning in 

1839, and prior to that served as Tax Receiver. 

He was a Charter member of the Acworth First Baptist 

Church. It is believed that his oldest son, J.F. Collins, built 

the home on this site. He began the J.F. Collins Furniture 

Company in 1886 and later opened Collins Funeral Home 

in Acworth. It was during World War I that a ?secret room? 

in the attic (located above the living room) was used for 

Short Wave Radio Communications.

The home still has the original leaded glass front door, 

The windows are double-hung wood frame of the original 

glass. There is also stained glass behind the original glass 

on front door as well as the dining room transom window.



The Collins House was built in 1839 by John Collins. A 

Captain in the American Revolution, Collins was awarded 

200 acres of farmland by the United States government 

as bounty land, and he built the farmhouse atop a hill in 

the middle of the acreage.  Collins (1760-1852), his wife 

Phebe Sailors and son Daniel (1813-1890) settled in 

Acworth in the 1830s.

John, Phebe and Daniel were all founders of the Liberty 

Hill Baptist Church in 1840.  In 1846, Daniel married 

Isabella Lemon, a sister of Smith and James Lile.  They 

had three sons, including John or J.F. (1852-1924), who 

started a furniture store in 1886 on Main Street.  From 

chair and furniture manufacture to special-order casket 

construction, the business evolved into embalming and 

funerals by 1898.  In 1900 son Ernest followed J.F. into the 

business as a licensed embalmer. 

K The John Collins House  c. 1839























Acworth Charm dedicates our 
5th Annual tour to Abbie Parks. 

Abbie has been instrumental in the success of 
ths tour since its inception in 2015, when the 

tour consisted of 2 homes, a Church, 
and the Rosenwald School. 

She has graciously offered her home on the 
tour each year and has also been a tireless 

mentor and source of inspiration.

T hank You, Abbie!

SPONSORS

CHARM SPONSOR

The Holbrook

TRANSPORTATION SPONSOR

Around Acwor th

CHEROKEE LEVEL SPONSORS

Anchor Realty, Bay Equity, Credit Union of Georgia

Kams Auto Service, Pearl's Spa &  Boutique, Two LiRu

DOGWOOD CLUB SPONSORS

Center Street Tavern, Fusco's via Roma,
Lacey Drug Company, Tom Kr is &  Sons Plumbing,

Quality Service Contractors, LLC

HOUSE SPONSORS

Acworth Massage Therapy, Anchor Realty, 
Bay Equity, Center Street Tavern, Fusco's via Roma,

Lacey Drug Company, Pearl's Spa &  Boutique, 
Tom Kr is &  Sons Plumbing, Two LiRu, 

Quality Service Contractors, LLC
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